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In Philosophy and the Idea of Freedom Roy Bhaskar
sets out to develop a critique of the work of Richard
Rorty, who must be one of the most influential authors of
recent decades. In a brilliant tour de force, Bhaskar
shows how Rorty falls victim to the very epistemological
problematic Rorty himself describes. Roy Bhaskar
argues that Rortyâe(tm)s account of science and
knowledge is based on a half-truth. He sees the
historicity of knowledge, but cannot sustain its rationality
or the reality of the objects it describes. The author
further argues that Rortyâe(tm)s problem-field replicates
the Kantian resolution of the third antinomy: we are
determined as material bodies, but free as discursive
(speaking and writing) subjects. Rortyâe(tm)s actualism
(like Kantâe(tm)s) makes human agency impossible.
Developing his own critical realism, Bhaskar shows just
where Rortyâe(tm)s system comes unstuck, and how the
philosophical problems to which it gives rise can be
rationally resolved and explained. In this process
Bhaskar utilizes his critique of Rorty to begin to elaborate
his own alternative interpretation and critique of the
philosophical conversation of the West.
Critical Realism (CR) is an increasingly popular
philosophy of social science, but it is generally stated at
a high level of abstraction. The book applies its ideas. It
explains CR, outlines the logic of research design, and
has a series of purpose-written chapters on major social
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science research methods. Each chapter is written by an
expert in the relevant technique and contains extended
illustration of how to conduct inquiry using CR.
From Science to Emancipation: Alienation and the
Actuality of Enlightenment is the second of three books
elaborating Roy Bhaskar’s new philosophy of
metaReality, which appeared in rapid succession in
2002. With a new introduction from Mervyn Hartwig, this
book contains some of the original transcripts and the
questions and answers they provoked, from a variety of
lecture and workshop tours Roy Bhaskar presented for
Indian audiences before this book was first published.
Because of the spontaneous and informal nature of
these talks and discussions, this book continues to
provide the most immediate and accessible introduction
to Roy Bhaskar's philosophy as it charts his intellectual
journey. The talks recorded here have retained an
immediate local but also deeply universal interest. From
Science to Emancipation provides an indispensible
resource for all students of philosophy and the human
sciences.
Af forlagets beskrivelse: "Interdisciplinarity and Climate
Change is a major new book addressing one of the most
challenging questions of our time. Its unique standpoint
is based on the recognition that effective and coherent
interdisciplinarity is necessary to deal with the issue of
climate change, and the multitude of linked phenomena
which both constitute and connect to it" ...
"Interdisciplinarity and Climate Change is essential
reading for all serious students of the fight against
climate change, the interactions between governmental
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bodies, and critical realism"
The Philosophy of MetaReality: Creativity, Love and
Freedom is the third of three books elaborating Roy
Bhaskar’s philosophy of metaReality, which appeared in
rapid succession in 2002. A big, rich book teaming with
ideas, The Philosophy of MetaReality is undoubtedly the
magnum opus of Bhaskar’s spiritual turn. Building on a
radical new analysis of the self, human agency and
society, Roy Bhaskar shows how the world of alienation
and crisis we currently inhabit is sustained by the groundstate qualities of intelligence, creativity, love, acapacity
for right-action and a potential for human self realisation
or fulfilment. A new introduction to this edition by Mervyn
Hartwig, founding editor of The Journal of Critical
Realism and editor of A Dictionary of Critical Realism
(Routledge, 2007), describes the context, significance
and impact of The Philosophy of metaReality, and
supplies an expert guide to its content. This book is
essential reading for students and practitioners of both
philosophy and the human sciences.
Since the publication of Roy Bhaskar’s A Realist Theory
of Science in 1975, critical realism has been evolved as
one of the new developments in the areas of philosophy
of natural and social science which offers an alternatively
fresh view to the existing theories including positivism
and post-modernism. Bhaskar’s intellectual movement,
which is now fully international and multi-disciplinary, and
continues to influence the philosophies of natural and
social science, has transformed into ‘Dialectical Critical
Realism’ (hereafter DCR) and the philosophy of ‘metaReality.’ MinGyu will conclude that his anti-anthropic
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Non-duality continues through all the steps of Bhaskar’s
thought, maintaining the consistency of his scientific,
metaphysical, and spiritual journey. The anti-anthropic
motif is fully realized in the philosophy of Non-duality the ‘constellational identification of dualism, duality and
non-duality’ in his meta-Reality. Defending Bhaskar
against Collier, Agar, and Morgan, MinGyu tries to show
how its anti-anthropic and non-dualistic foundation is
sustained through the whole of Bhaskar’s journey,
involving a transformation of its subject matters from
reality, to the dialectic of reality, to the real truth
underlying the former stages. This book provides an
indispensible resource for all students of philosophy and
the human sciences.
Critical and scientific realism have emerged as important
perspectives on international relations in recent years.
The attraction of these approaches lies in the claim that
they can transcend the positivism vs postpositivism
divide. This book demonstrates the vitality of this
approach and the difference that 'realism' makes.
Following on from Roy Bhaskar’s first two books, A
Realist Theory of Science and The Possibility of
Naturalism, Scientific Realism and Human Emancipation,
establishes the conception of social science as
explanatory—and thence emancipatory—critique. Scientific
Realism and Human Emancipation starts from an
assessment of the impasse of contemporary accounts of
science as stemming from an incomplete critique of
positivism. It then proceeds to a systematic exposition of
scientific realism in the form of transcendental realism,
highlighting a conception of science as explanatory of a
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structured, differentiated and changing world. Turning to
the social domain, the book argues for a view of the
social order as conditioned by, and emergent from,
nature. Advocating a critical naturalism, the author
shows how the transformational model of social activity
together with the conception of social science as
explanatory critique which it entails, resolves the
divisions and dualisms besetting orthodox social and
normative theory: between society and the individual,
structure and agency, meaning and behavior, mind and
body, reason and cause, fact and value, and theory and
practice. The book then goes on to discuss the
emancipatory implications of social science and sketches
the nature of the depth investigation characteristically
entailed. In the highly innovative third part of the book
Roy Bhaskar completes his critique of positivism by
developing a theory of philosophical discourse and
ideology, on the basis of the transcendental realism and
critical naturalism already developed, showing how
positivism functions as a restrictive ideology of and for
science and other social practices.
Reflections on meta-Reality is now widely regarded as a
landmark in contemporary philosophy. It initiates the
philosophy of meta-Reality, the third main phase of Roy
Bhaskar’s philosophical thoughts, after original or basic
critical realism and dialectical critical realism. Originally
published in 2002 and based on talks given in India,
Europe and America, Roy Bhaskar presents his new
philosophy of meta-Reality as a radical extension,
systematic development and proleptic completion of
critical realism. This brilliant series of studies contains
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seminal and far-reaching discussions of critical realism
and the nature of being; an incisive and limpid account of
modernity, modernism and post-modernism; a sublime
discourse on the nature of the self and compelling
considerations on the relationship between social
science and self-realization. Together, they demonstrate
the ubiquity of transcendental phenomena in everyday
life and the orientation of enlightenment towards
collective human emancipation and universal selfrealization. A new introduction to this edition by Mervyn
Hartwig, founding editor of The Journal of Critical
Realism and editor of A Dictionary of Critical Realism
(Routledge, 2007), describes the context, significance
and impact of Reflections on meta-Reality, and supplies
an expert guide to its content. This book is essential
reading for students and practitioners in both philosophy
and the human sciences.
Key Concepts in Philosophy is a series of concise,
accessible and engaging introductions to the core ideas
and topics encountered in the study of philosophy.
Specially written to meet the needs of students and
those with little prior knowledge of the subject, these
books open up a whole range of important, yet often
difficult ideas. The series builds to give a solid grounding
in philosophy and each book is also ideal as a
companion to further study. Epistemology - inquiry into
the nature, possibility and scope of human knowledge has been at the heart of the philosophy from ancient
Greek times to the present. Christopher Norris provides
a lucid survey and analysis of the issues that have
shaped that enterprise and continue to dominate presentPage 6/22
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day discussion. He also brings out with exceptional
clarity the ways in which certain 'technical' issues in
epistemology can have a decisive bearing on matters of
practical concern. The text highlights continuities and
contrasts between early and contemporary approaches,
and between the sorts of thinking that have typified the
mainstream analytic and the modern 'continental' lines of
descent. Norris introduces the main topics of debate,
among them arguments for and against adopting a
realist position with regard to various fields of knowledge,
from mathematics to the physical sciences and history.
Philosophy undergraduates will find this an invaluable
aid to study, one that goes beyond simple definitions and
summaries to open up a new and stimulating range of
ideas.
The political and social structures of modernity are
dominated by really eurocentric forms and relations, yet
the theorisation of the eurocentricity of modernity
remains barely developed. At the same time, modern
political and social theory is fundamentally eurocentric,
yet the critique of eurocentrism remains marginal to
marxian and critical realist theory. Addressing the
eurocentrism of both modernity and modern theory,
Eurocentrism: A Marxian Critical Realist Critique
discloses the deeply embedded constraints it imposes on
historical and social reflexivity. Building on the insights of
post-structuralism and post-colonialism, Eurocentrism
shows how the powerful anti-eurocentric tendencies of
the marxian critique of civil society and the critical realist
critique of philosophy have been misunderstood or
ignored. It develops the latent potential of these
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traditions to develop a systematically anti-eurocentric
approach to understanding and explaining modernity.
Critical realism is a movement in philosophy and the
human sciences most closely associated with the work of
Roy Bhaskar. Since the publication of Bhaskars A
Realist Theory of Science, critical realism has had a
profound influence on a wide range of subjects. This
reader makes accessible, in one volume, key readings to
stimulate debate about and within critical realism. It
explores the following themes: * transcendental realist *
the theory of explanatory critique * dialectics * Bhaskar's
critical naturalist philosophy of science.
The condition of modernity springs from that tension
between science and the humanities that had its roots in
the Enlightenment but reached its full flowering with the
rise of twentieth-century technology. It manifests itself
most notably in the crisis of individuality that is generated
by the nexus of science, literature, and politics, one that
challenges each of us to find a way of balancing our
personal identities between our public and private selves
in an otherwise estranging world. This challenge, which
can only be expressed as "the struggle of modernity,"
perhaps finds no better expression than in C. P. Snow. In
his career as novelist, scientist, and civil servant, C. P.
Snow (1905-1980) attempted to bridge the disparate
worlds of modern science and the humanities. While
Snow is often regarded as a late-Victorian liberal who
has little to say about the modernist period in which he
lived and wrote, de la Mothe challenges this judgment,
reassessing Snow's place in twentieth-century thought.
He argues that Snow's life and writings—most notably his
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Strangers and Brothers sequence of novels and his
provocative thesis in The Two Cultures and the Scientific
Revolution—reflect a persistent struggle with the nature of
modernity. They manifest Snow's belief that science and
technology were at the center of modern life.
Dialectic: The Pulse of Freedom is now widely regarded
as a classic of contemporary philosophy. This book, first
published in 1993, sets itself three main aims: the
development of a general theory of dialectic, of which
Hegelian dialectic can be seen to be a special case; the
dialectical enrichment and deepening of critical realism,
viz. into the system of dialectical critical realism; and the
outline of the elements of a totalizing critique of Western
philosophy. The first chapter clarifies the rational core of
Hegelian dialectic. Chapter 2 then proceeds to develop a
general theory of dialectic. Isolating the fallacy of
"ontological monovalence", i.e. a purely positive account
of being, Roy Bhaskar then shows how absence and
other negating concepts such as contradiction have a
legitimate and necessary ontological employment. He
then goes on to give a synoptic account of key dialectical
concepts such as the concrete universal; to sketch the
further dialectical development of critical naturalism
through an account of what he calls four-planar social
being; and following consideration of the dialectical
critique of analytical reason, he moves on to the real
definition of dialectic as absenting absence and in the
human sphere, the axiology of freedom. Chapter 3
extends and deepens critical realism’s characteristic
concerns with ontology, science, social science and
emancipation not only into the realms of negativity and
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totality, but also into the fields of reference and truth,
spatio-temporality, tense and process, the logic of
dialectical universalizability and on to the plane of ethics,
where it articulates a combination of moral realism and
ethical naturalism, whereby consideration of elemental
desire involves commitment to the eudaimonistic society.
This is then followed—in Chapter 4—by a sublime
discussion of key moments in the trajectory of Western
philosophy, the tradition of which can now be seen to be
based on what the author calls the unholy trinity of the
epistemic fallacy or the reduction of being to knowledge,
primal squeeze or the collapse of structure and alethic
truth, and ontological monovalence.
This title reflects the general theme of the 2010 IACR
annual conference that was held in Padova, Italy, the
aim of which was to provide a fresh view on some
cultural and structural changes involving Western
societies after the world economic crisis of 2008, from
the point of view of Critical Realism. Global society is
often regarded as disrupting identities and blurring
boundaries, one which entails giving up ideas of
structure and fixity. Globalization supposedly introduces
a "liquid" era of fluidity where everything is possible, and
anything goes. Nevertheless, its current dynamics are
developing into a harder reality: wars, economic crisis,
the haunting risk of pandemics, the ever worsening food
supply crisis, and the environmental challenge. These
social facts call for a dramatic shift in the optimistic
cosmopolitan mood and the thought that we can build
and rebuild ourselves and our world as we please, at
least for the most developed countries. The challenges
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we face produce new forms of social life and individual
experience. They also require us to develop new
frameworks to analyze emergent contexts, institutional
complexes and morphogenetic fields, and new ways to
understand human agency and the meaning of
emancipation. The book broadly falls into three parts:
The first, "Social Ontology and a New Historical
Formation", deals with mainly social ontological issues,
insofar as they are connected to social scientific and
public issues in the emerging society of the XXI century.
The second, "Being human and the adventure of
agency", is concerned with the way human beings
adapts to the "new world" of "our times", and comes up
with innovative models of agency and socialization. The
third, "The constitutionalization of the new world",
explores critical realist perspectives, as compared to
system-theoretical ones, on the issue of global order and
justice. In all of this, the challenge is to engage with this
"new world" in a meaningful way, a task for which a
realist mind set is badly needed. Critical realism provides
a strong theoretical framework that can meet the
challenge, and the book explores its contribution to
making sense of, and coming to terms with, this historical
formation.
A Critical Realist's Theological Method explores a
systematic theology method grounded in critical realism
in the wake of Alister McGrath, Imre Lakatos, Nancey
Murphy, N. T. Wright, and Dale Allison. Kennard surveys
philosophical and traditional theological approaches for
contributions and limitations in order to set out a method
for theology and science. Kennard extends this method
Page 11/22

Download File PDF Scientific Realism And Human
Emancipation
to a Thiselton-Ricoeur hermeneutic that can fund
insightful exegesis and Biblical theology in the wake of
Ladd, Dunn, Vos, and Goldingay. This Biblical theology
method is illustrated by wisdom literature, the traditional
reef of the discipline and then developed for the
contributions toward systematic theology as Gabler had
originally envisioned. With contextualized Scripture
sourcing most of the content for systematic theology the
trajectory is shown in the subtitle Returning the Bible and
Biblical Theology to be the Framer for Theology and
Science. The method is exampled in exegesis of creation
texts which frame possibilities for science. Likewise,
Biblical theology frames a bio-ethics integration of
psychology and theology setting out a transactional
model for psychological recovery with University of
Chicago professor Paul Holmes. A theology for peer
review and work is also framed.
This series of interviews, conducted in the form of
exchanges between Roy Bhaskar and Mervyn Hartwig,
tells a riveting story of the formation and development of
critical realism. Three intersecting and interweaving
narratives unfold in the course of this unfinished story:
the personal narrative of Roy Bhaskar, born of an Indian
father and English mother, a child of post-war Britain and
Indian partition and independence; the intellectual
narrative of the emergence and growth of critical realism;
and a world-historical story, itself theorized by critical
realism in its discussion of the development of
modernity. This book gives an invaluable account of the
development of critical realism, and its consolidation as a
leading philosophy of our times. It takes us through the
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major moments of its formation, the principal objections
to and controversies within critical realism, the
establishment of its institutions, and considers its limits
and future development. Special features of the book
include discussion of the genesis of critical realism, and
the origins and nature of the so-called dialectical and
spiritual turns. The informal dialogical style of The
Formation of Critical Realism makes it compelling
reading and an invaluable source for students of critical
realism as well as all those interested in the intellectual
story of our times.
The work of Roy Bhaskar has had far-reaching effects in
the philosophy of science and for political and moral
theories of human emancipation. It shows how to
overcome the atomistic and narrowly human-centered
approaches which have dominated European thought for
four centuries. In this readable introduction to his work,
Andrew Collier expounds and defends the main concepts
of Bhaskar's philosophy. The first part of this book looks
at the philosophy of experimental science and discusses
the stratification of nature, showing how biological
structures are founded on chemical ones yet are not
reducible to them. This paves the way, in part two, for a
discussion of the human sciences which demonstrates
that the world they study is also rooted in and emergent
from nature. Bhaskar's concept of an "explanatory
critique" (an explanation that is also a criticism, not in
addition to, but by virtue of, its explanatory work) is
discussed at length as a key concept for ethics and
politics. Collier concludes by looking at the uses to which
critical realism has been put in clarifying disputes within
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the human sciences with particular reference to
linguistics, psychoanalysis, economics and politics.
This book examines the nature and relationship of
philosophy, science and ideology as modes of political
thought. Through a survey of various important
conceptions, the problem of ideology is identified as
moral relativism. The inability of various inadequate
contemporary accounts of political science and political
philosophy to provide a solution to the problem of
ideology is established. It is argued that the solution to
the problem of ideology is provided only by rational
political philosophy, founded on a conception of objective
human nature.
This book clearly and comprehensively explores the
capability of critical realism to throw new light on
educational theory. It firstly investigates the convergence
and divergence between two forms of critical realism,
which have not previously been cross-examined. This
task allows the book to outline the key characteristics
that are necessary for a theological position to claim the
term "critical realist". The remainder of the text deals with
the implications of critical realism for the enterprise of
education. This "enterprise" is taken to include the
thoughts and actions of students, classroom teachers,
principals, educational administrators, policy makers,
teacher educators, and philosophers of education. This
final part of the book widens the scope of evaluating
education from a critical realist perspective. It utilises the
convergent ideas of Collier, Walker, and Corson on
"power" as a platform to propose a critical realist
perspective on education. With attention paid to the
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fundamentals of critical realism, and education theory, A
Critical Realist Perspective of Education is an ideal text
for undergraduates as well as postgraduates and
professionals with an interest in broadening their
understanding of education theory.
Original essays on the political and philosophical
underpinnings of the idea of human rights by a group of
highly distinguished theorists.
In this radical book, Roy Bhaskar expands his philosophy
of critical realism with an audacious re-synthesis of many
aspects of Western and Eastern thought. Arguing that
the existence of God provides the fundamental structure
of the world, he renders plausible ideas of reincarnation,
karma and moksha or liberation. Originally published in
the year of the millennium, From East to West continues
to be a groundbreaking and fundamental work within the
critical realist tradition. Stimulating debate in ontology,
epistemology, ethics, political philosophy and the
philosophy of religion, this book has been influential as a
major new development in critical realism. This second
edition contains a new introduction from Mervyn Hartwig,
who is the founding editor of the Journal of Critical
Realism and editor and principal author of the Dictionary
of Critical Realism.
In this concise text, Roy Bhaskar sets out to diagnose,
explain and resolve the "problems of philosophy". Plato
Etc. reviews all the main areas of the subject: the theory
of knowledge and philosophy of science; the philosophy
of logic and language; the philosophies of space, time
and causality; the philosophy of the social and life
sciences and of dialectic; ethics, politics and aesthetics;
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and the history and sociology of philosophy. Among the
issues discussed are the problems of induction and
universals, the question of relativism, Heidegger’s
"scandal of philosophy" (the search for a proof of the
reality of the external world), the nature of moral truth
and the conundrum of free will and determinism. The last
two chapters consist of a synoptic account of the
development of Western philosophy from the preSocratics to poststructuralism. Plato Etc. seeks to
revindicate the philosophical project, and to demonstrate
that the author’s "dialectical critical realism" has the
categorical power to remedy the problem fields of
philosophy. The book serves both as a critical
introduction to philosophy and as an invaluable resource
for the scholar.
Building on its origins at a seminar in Oslo organized by
two of the editors, this book combines classic texts of
Nordic ecophilosophy and the original contributions of
those influenced by this tradition to present the view that
critical realism is indeed a worthy intellectual tradition to
carry forward and further develop the work of the
founders of Nordic ecophilosophy. It was clear at the
seminar that there was a promising convergence of
interests and themes in the two approaches; while at the
same time, within the Nordic ecophilosophical tradition,
there was appreciation of the capacity of critical realism,
with its provision of a robust philosophical ontology and
generation of totalizing immanent critiques of Western
philosophy, to provide an expansive and secure home
for the development of ecophilosophical work generally.
If there is a single overarching theme of critical realist
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philosophy, it surely must be that of the unity of theory
and practice, which Bhaskar, following Hegel, has also
called "seriousness". This makes the applicability,
relevance and actionability of critical realism key
considerations for critical realists. There can be no doubt
that this concern was shared fully by the Nordic
ecophilosophers; and this quality of "seriousness" is a
striking feature of the Nordic contributions presented in
this book.
Since the 1970s, critical realism has grown to address a
range of subjects, including economics, philosophy,
science, and religion. It has become a complex and
mature philosophy. Enlightened Common Sense: The
Philosophy of Critical Realism looks back over this
development in one concise and accessible volume. The
late Roy Bhaskar was critical realism’s philosophical
originator and chief exponent. He draws on a lifetime’s
experience to give a definitive, systematic account of this
increasingly influential, international and multidisciplinary
approach. Critical realism’s key element has always
been its vindication and deepening of our understanding
of ontology. Arguing that realist ontology is inexorable in
knowledge and action, Bhaskar sees this as the key to a
new enlightened common sense. From the definition of
critical realism and its applicability in the social sciences,
to explanation of dialectical critical realism and the
philosophy of metaReality, this is the essential
introduction for students of critical realism.
First Published in 2008. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor
& Francis, an informa company.
In this book Christopher Norris develops the case for
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scientific realism by tackling various adversary
arguments from a range of anti-realist positions. Through
a close critical reading he shows how they fail to make
adequate sense on any rational, consistent, and
scientifically-informed survey of the evidence. Along the
way he incorporates a number of detailed case-studies
from the history and philosophy of science. Norris
devotes much of his discussion to some of the most
prominent and widely influential source-texts of antirealism. Also included are the sophisticated versions of
verificationism developed - albeit in very different ways by thinkers such as Michael Dummett and Bas van
Fraassen. Central to Norris's argument is a prolonged
engagement with the once highly influential but
nowadays neglected work of Norwood Russell Hanson.
This book will be welcomed especially by readers who
possess some knowledge of the background debate and
who wish to deepen and extend their understanding of
these issues beyond an introductory level.
This volume presents original writings and interviews
with prominent thinkers on the front lines of an
international intellectual effort to reconsider the
fundamental terms of modernity and promote a
philosophical design that reconsiders the significance of
modernity itself.
A picture has indeed held modern Western philosophy
captive, that of the universe as a vast machine whose
iron laws are best understood as exceptionless empirical
regularities which, as it were, determine the future before
it happens. This fantastic conception commands the
assent, not just of positivistically-minded naturalists but
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of all the great anti-naturalists who champion a very
different view of human action as a domain of freedom
‘that somehow cheats science’. The most fundamental
move in Roy Bhaskar’s system of philosophy, the germ
of everything that followed, was to reconceptualise the
natural world in transcendental realist terms, ‘turning
Kant around using his own method’. On this account,
the universe is characterized by deep structures,
mechanisms and fields that generate the flux of
phenomena, and is in open, creative and emergent
process. This completely recasts the terms of the debate
between naturalism and anti-naturalism by remedying its
false grounds and shows how philosophy can be
liberated from its anthropocentric/anthropomorphic
prison and rendered consistent with the best insights of
modern natural science. There is necessity in nature
quite independent of humans, but in an open world
causation is multiple and conjunctural, the actual course
of the unfolding of being is highly contingent and the
bases of human freedom can be understood
scientifically. Written as a DPhil thesis when Bhaskar
was in his mid-twenties, Empiricism and the Metatheory
of the Social Sciences brilliantly launches this
reconceptualisation and explores its implications for
social science in the course of carrying through the
metatheoretical destruction of empiricism. It will be
indispensable reading for anyone interested in the
development of Bhaskar’s thought, in transcendental
realism, and in the critique of empiricism, more generally
of the philosophical discourse of Western modernity.
Since its original publication in 1979, The Possibility of
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Naturalism has been one of the most influential works in
contemporary philosophy of science and social science.
It is one of the cornerstones of the critical realist position,
which is now widely seen as offering perhaps the only
viable alternative to positivism and post positivism. This
fourth edition contains a new foreword from Mervyn
Hartwig, who is founding editor of the Journal of Critical
Realism and editor and principal author of the Dictionary
of Critical Realism.
Engaging in a critical history of the great religions of
civilization, Bhaskar reveals how spirituality is also
implicit within secular emancipatory projects, including
Western liberalism and Marxian socialism.
Originally published in 1989, Reclaiming Reality still provides
the most accessible introduction to the increasingly influential
multi-disciplinary and international body of thought, known as
critical realism. It is designed to "underlabour" both for the
sciences, especially the human sciences, and for the projects
of human emancipation which such sciences may come to
inform; and provides an enlightening intervention in current
debates about realism and relativism, positivism and
poststucturalism, modernism and postmodernism, etc.
Elaborating his critical realist perspective on society, nature,
science and philosophy itself, Roy Bhaskar shows how this
perspective can be used to undermine currently fashionable
ideologies of the Right, and at the same time, to clear the
ground for a reinvigorated Left. Reclaiming Reality contains
powerful critiques of some of the most important schools of
thought and thinkers of recent years—from Bachelard and
Feyerabend to Rorty and Habermas; and it advances novel
and convincing resolutions of many traditional philosophical
problems. Now with a new introduction from Mervyn Hartwig,
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this book continues to provide a straightforward and
stimulating introduction to current debates in philosophy and
social theory for the interested lay reader and student alike.
Reclaiming Reality will be of particular value not only for
critical realists but for all those concerned with the
revitalization of the socialist emancipatory project and the
renaissance of the Marxist theoretical tradition. Roy Bhaskar
is the originator of the philosophy of critical realism, and the
author of many acclaimed and influential works including A
Realist Theory of Science, The Possibility of Naturalism,
Scientific Realism and Human Emancipation and Dialectic:
The Pulse of Freedom. He is an editor of the recently
published Critical Realism: Essential Readings and is
currently chair of the Centre for Critical Realism.
Credited as the originator of the increasingly influential,
international and multidisciplinary philosophy of critical
realism, Roy Bhaskar's philosophy is presented here in
perhaps the clearest format yet. In a series of dialogues with
Savita Singh, the specific biographical origins, trajectory and
context of the development of Critical Realism is developed
and a concise statement of his system of dialectical critical
realism is specially featured. This revealing book incorporates
sustained dialogues on : * the relationship between critical
realism and marxism * issues of modernity and modernization
* problems of everyday life including questions of our
successes and failures, objectives and dreams, anxieties and
frustraions. Finally the book articulates Roy Bhaskar's latest
ideas on the 'spiritual turn', through the philosophy of Metareality to the theory of co-presence, transcendental
subjectivity and subject-subject relationality.
Through a close engagement with some key thinkers, Norris
argues that deconstruction is part of the "unfinished project of
modernity." a project whose interest and values it upholds by
continuing to question them in a spirit of enlightened selfPage 21/22
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critical inquiry.
Theorieën over recht en rechtvaardigheid zijn altijd abstract.
Toch worden ze bedacht om oplossingen te zoeken voor heel
concrete, dagelijkse problemen. In Grensgebieden van het
recht stelt Martha Nussbaum deze paradox aan de orde. Aan
de hand van drie urgente problemen de positie van mensen
met een handicap, van immigranten en van dieren waarvoor
tot nu toe niet alleen in theorie, maar ook in de dagelijkse
praktijk geen goede oplossingen gevonden zijn, gaat zij op
zoek naar concrete denkbeelden over sociale
rechtvaardigheid. Deze ideeën kunnen ons leiden naar een
verantwoorde omgang met deze problemen.
This book charts a clear and accessible path through some of
the key debates in contemporary psychology. Drawing upon
the wider critical and discursive turn in the human sciences,
Social Constructionism, Discourse and Realism explores
comprehensively the many claims about what we can know of
`reality' in social constructionist and discursive research in
psychology. Relativist versus realist tensions go to the heart
of current theoretical and methodological issues, not only
within psychology but across the social and human sciences.
By mapping the connections between theory, method and
politics in social research and placing these within the context
of the broader social constructionist and discursive debates,
the int
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