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This book gathers a wide range of theological
perspectives from Orthodox European countries, Russia
and the United States in order to demonstrate how
divergent the positions are within Orthodox Christianity.
Orthodoxy is often considered to be out-of-sync with
contemporary society, set apart in a world of its own
where the church intertwines with the state, in order to
claim power over the populace and ignore the individual
voices of modern societies. As a collective, these essays
present a different understanding of the relationship of
Orthodoxy to secular politics; comprehensive, up-to-date
and highly relevant to politically understanding today's
world. The contributors present their views and
arguments by drawing lessons from the past, and by
elaborating visions for how Orthodox Christianity can find
its place in the contemporary liberal democratic order,
while also drawing on the experience of the Western
Churches and denominations. Touching upon aspects
such as anarchism, economy and political theology,
these contributions examine how Orthodox Christianity
reacts to liberal democracy, and explore the ways that
this branch of religion can be rendered more compatible
with political modernity.
In view of the current global crisis, in which war conflicts
and waves of refugees reinforces the existing mistrust
and negative attitudes towards the religions as causes of
violence, the question arises: How do matters stand with
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Christianity in Europe? How could canonical tradition/law
and reformation, resp. ecclesiastical dogmas and
European values be reconciled today? Europe? Do the
Christian Churches still need a kind of Reformation? The
jubilee of the 500th anniversary of Martin Luther's theses
is a great opportunity to pursue these questions, as well
as to reevaluate the spiritual and socio-political impact of
the Reformation. The following issue of the Labyrinth-
Journal offers not only Protestant, but also Catholic,
Orthodox, non-Christian and even atheistic contributions
to these topics. It also celebrates the 110th Anniversary
of the elaboration of the Roerich Pact discussing its
perspectives of a Reformation through Culture.
Amid pervasive and toxic language, and equally ugly
ideas, suggesting that migrants are invaders and human
mobility is an aberration, one might imagine that human
beings are naturally sedentary: that the desire to move
from one's birthplace is abnormal. As the contributors to
this volume attest, however, migration and human
mobility are part and parcel of the world we live in, and
the continuous flow of people and exchange of cultures
are as old as the societies we have built together.
Together, the chapters in this volume emphasise the
diversity of the origins, consequences and experiences
of human mobility in the Middle East. From
multidisciplinary perspectives and through case studies,
the contributors offer the reader a deeper understanding
of current as well as historical incidences of
displacement and forced migration. In addition to offering
insights on multiple root causes of displacement, the
book also addresses the complex challenges of host-
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refugee relations, migrants' integration and
marginalisation, humanitarian agencies, and the role and
responsibility of states. Cross-cutting themes bind
several chapters together: the challenges of categories;
the dynamics of control and contestation between
migrants and states at borders; and the persistence of
identity issues influencing regional patterns of migration.
In this volume, the authors attempt to speak freely about
the potential in religions both for violence and peace. I
am confident that many impulses from this work will also
impact the direction of churches and other religious
communities, such that religions, all together, will try to
mobilize the members of their communities to actively
contribute to world peace. In this way, religions will be
perceived as part of the solution for world peace,
enabling them to move beyond the stigma of their
damaged reputations.
The Wiley-Blackwell Companion to World Christianity
presents a collection of essays that explore a range of
topics relating to the rise, spread, and influence of
Christianity throughout the world. Features contributions
from renowned scholars of history and religion from
around the world Addresses the origins and global
expansion of Christianity over the course of two millennia
Covers a wide range of themes relating to Christianity,
including women, worship, sacraments, music, visual
arts, architecture, and many more Explores the
development of Christian traditions over the past two
centuries across several continents and the rise in
secularization
Should Christianity's theological face remain largely
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European and North American in the twenty-first century
in the wake of the expansion of Christianity in sub-
Saharan Africa, Asia, and Latin America? The question
about the theological face of Christianity cannot be
ignored. For too long African, Asian, and Latin American
theologians have been left out of mainstream theological
discussions. Few standard textbooks on Christian
theology acknowledge the unique contributions
theologians from these continents have made to global
Christianity. Introducing Christian Theologies: Voices
from Global Christian Communities is a two-volume
textbook that alters the predominantly European and
North American theological face of Christianity by
interacting with the voices of Christian communities from
around the globe. Introducing Christian Theologies
explores the works of key theologians from across the
globe, highlighting their unique contributions to Christian
theology and doctrine.
This authoritative collection offers a detailed overview of
religious ideas, structures, and institutions in the making
of Europe. Written by leading scholars in the field, it
demonstrates the enduring presence of lived and
institutionalized religion in the social networks of identity,
policy, and power over two millennia of European history.
An insider’s account of the Eastern Orthodox Church,
from its beginning in the era of Jesus and the Apostles to
the modern age In this short, accessible account of the
Eastern Orthodox Church, John McGuckin begins by
tackling the question “What is the Church?” His answer
is a clear, historically and theologically rooted portrait of
what the Church is for Orthodox Christianity and how it
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differs from Western Christians’ expectations. McGuckin
explores the lived faith of generations, including sketches
of some of the most important theological themes and
individual personalities of the ancient and modern
Church. He interweaves a personal approach
throughout, offering to readers the experience of what it
is like to enter an Orthodox church and witness its liturgy.
In this astute and insightful book, he grapples with the
reasons why many Western historians and societies
have overlooked Orthodox Christianity and provides an
important introduction to the Orthodox Church and the
Eastern Christian World.
Russian Orthodox Christianity is the cornerstone of a
diverse cultural community in modern Hong Kong.
This book explores the contributions that this group
has made to the social landscape of Hong Kong
from the British colonial period to the current era of
integration into China.
Winner of the 2017 Alpha Sigma Nu Award The
collapse of communism in eastern Europe has
forced traditionally Eastern Orthodox countries to
consider the relationship between Christianity and
liberal democracy. Contributors examine the
influence of Constantinianism in both the post-
communist Orthodox world and in Western political
theology. Constructive theological essays feature
Catholic and Protestant theologians reflecting on the
relationship between Christianity and democracy, as
well as Orthodox theologians reflecting on their
tradition’s relationship to liberal democracy. The
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essays explore prospects of a distinctively Christian
politics in a post-communist, post-Constantinian age.
There are two constants in academic and theological
discourse throughout history, they are the debate
around secularization and the dialogue concerning
the intersection of religion and education. Each age
has had its debate about modernizing forces that
drive concerns of impending secularization. In this
publication this theme is approached from
perspectives of teachers, of students, of policy
makers and situated in a politico-historical context.
Aware of the fact that in today’s plural societies one
sacred canopy is non-existent anymore, cracks of
the sacred canopy/canopies are described, as well
as ‘the light that gets in’, the possible and
challenging ways out are roughly sketched.
Maximus the Confessor (c.580-662) has become
one of the most discussed figures in contemporary
patristic studies. This is partly due to the relatively
recent discovery and critical edition of his works in
various genres, including On the Ascetic Life, Four
Centuries on Charity, Two Centuries on Theology
and the Incarnation, On the 'Our Father', two
separate Books of Difficulties, addressed to John
and to Thomas, Questions and Doubts, Questions to
Thalassius, Mystagogy and the Short Theological
and Polemical Works. The impact of these works
reached far beyond the Greek East, with his
involvement in the western resistance to imperial
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heresy, notably at the Lateran Synod in 649.
Together with Pope Martin I (649-53 CE), Maximus
the Confessor and his circle were the most vocal
opponents of Constantinople's introduction of the
doctrine of monothelitism. This dispute over the
number of wills in Christ became a contest between
the imperial government and church of
Constantinople on the one hand, and the bishop of
Rome in concert with eastern monks such as
Maximus, John Moschus, and Sophronius, on the
other, over the right to define orthodoxy. An
understanding of the difficult relations between
church and state in this troubled period at the close
of Late Antiquity is necessary for a full appreciation
of Maximus' contribution to this controversy. The
editors of this volume aim to provide the political and
historical background to Maximus' activities, as well
as a summary of his achievements in the spheres of
theology and philosophy, especially neo-Platonism
and Aristotelianism.
This volume brings together an international range of
world-class scholars to engage with Andrew Louth's
work and its influence on modern Theology. Andrew
Louth is well known and influential in the English-
speaking circles but also in the non-English
Orthodox world, especially across Eastern Europe.
The interaction between these theological groups
remains sparse and intermittent. By drawing together
scholars from the three main branches of Christianity
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and from around the world, this volume helps to
increase our knowledge and exposure between
these different spheres. This volume comprises of
articles on Patristics, Byzantine Fathers, Latin
Fathers, Modern Christianity, Theology as Life and
the reception of Louth's work outside the English-
speaking world. The papers are written by the
leading scholars, such as Lewis Ayres, John
Milbank, Kallistos Ware and Thomas Graumann.
‘. . . I have sailed the seas and come To the holy
city of Byzantium.’ W. B. Yeats From the foundation
of Constantinople in 330 to its fall in 1453, this brief
history explores the key components of Byzantine
Christianity, including the development of
monasticism, icons and iconoclasm, the role of the
emperor in relation to church councils and beliefs,
the difficult relationship with the papacy and the
impact of the Crusades. The book also considers
Byzantine Christianity as a living force today: the
variety and vitality of Orthodox churches, the role of
the Church in Russia and the enduring relevance of
a spirituality derived from the church fathers. ‘Averil
Cameron’s work has transformed our understanding
of Byzantium, and here she offers an authoritative
survey of its history and legacy . . . This is a lucid,
informative and impressively wide-ranging brief
history.’ Gillian Clark FBA, Emeritus Professor of
Classics and Ancient History, University of Bristol
Over the last century unprecedented numbers of
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Christians from traditionally Orthodox societies
migrated around the world. Once seen as an
'oriental' or 'eastern' phenomenon, Orthodox
Christianity is now much more widely dispersed, and
in many parts of the modern world one need not go
far to find an Orthodox community at worship. This
collection offers a compelling overview of the
Orthodox world, covering the main regional traditions
of Orthodox Christianity and the ways in which they
have become global. The contributors are drawn
from the Orthodox community worldwide and explore
a rich selection of key figures and themes. The book
provides an innovative and illuminating approach to
the subject, ideal for students and scholars alike.
How do translators manage relations with parties in
a position of authority and power? The book
investigates the intellectual, social and professional
identity of translators and interpreters across
different time periods and locations when their role
involves a negotiation with political powers and
cultural authorities.
A comprehensive review of the development,
geographic spread, and cultural influence of religion
in Late Antiquity A Companion to Religion in Late
Antiquity offers an authoritative and comprehensive
survey of religion in Late Antiquity. This historical era
spanned from the second century to the eighth
century of the Common Era. With contributions from
leading scholars in the field, the Companion explores
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the evolution and development of religion and the
role various religions played in the cultural, political,
and social transformations of the late antique period.
The authors examine the theories and methods used
in the study of religion during this period, consider
the most notable historical developments, and reveal
how religions spread geographically. The authors
also review the major religious traditions that
emerged in Late Antiquity and include reflections on
the interaction of these religions within their
particular societies and cultures. This important
Companion: Brings together in one volume the work
of a notable team of international scholars Explores
the principal geographical divisions of the late
antique world Offers a deep examination of the
predominant religions of Late Antiquity Examines
established views in the scholarly assessment of the
religions of Late Antiquity Includes information on the
current trends in late-antique scholarship on religion
Written for scholars and students of religion, A
Companion to Religion in Late Antiquity offers a
comprehensive survey of religion and the influence
religion played in the culture, politics, and social
change during the late antique period.
Christianity is a global religion. It's a fact that is too
often missed or ignored in many books and
conversations. In a world where Christianity is
growing everywhere but in the West, the
Understanding World Christianity series offers a
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fresh, readable orientation to Christianity around the
world. Understanding World Christianity is organized
geographically, by nation and region. Noted experts,
in most cases native to the area of focus, present a
balanced history of Christianity and a detailed
discussion of the faith as it is lived today. Each
volume addresses six key "intersections" of
Christianity in a given context, including the
historical, denominational, sociopolitical,
geographical, biographical, and theological settings.
Understanding World Christianity: Russia offers a
compelling glimpse into the vibrant and complex
picture of Christianity in the Russian context. It's an
ideal introduction for students, mission leaders, and
any others who wish to know how Christianity
influences, and is influenced by, the Russian
context.
Women and Religiosity in Orthodox Christianity fills a
significant gap in the sociology of religious practice:
Studies focused on women’s religiosity have
overlooked Orthodox populations, while studies of
Orthodox practice (operating within the dominant
theological, historical, and sociological framework)
have remained gender-blind. The essays in this
collection shed new light on the women who make
up a considerable majority of the Orthodox
population by engaging women’s lifeworlds,
practices, and experiences in relation to their religion
in multiple, varied localities, discussing both
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contemporary and pre-1989 developments. These
contributions critically engage the pluralist and
changing character of Orthodox institutional and
social life by using feminist epistemologies and
drawing on original ethnographic research to
account for Orthodox women’s previously ignored
perspectives, knowledges, and experiences.
Combining the depth of ethnographic analysis with
geographical breadth and employing a variety of
research methodologies, this book expands our
understanding of Orthodox Christianity by examining
Orthodox women of diverse backgrounds in different
settings: parishes, monasteries, and the secular
spaces of everyday life, and under shifting historical
conditions and political regimes. In defiance of
claims that Orthodox Christianity is immutable and
fixed in time, these essays argue that continuity and
transformation can be found harmoniously in social
practices, demographic trends, and larger material
contexts at the intersection between gender,
Orthodoxy, and locality. Contributors: Kristin Aune,
Milica Bakic-Hayden, Maria Bucur, Ketevan
Gurchiani, James Kapaló, Helena Kupari, Ina
Merdjanova, Sarah Riccardi-Swartz, Eleni Sotiriou,
Tatiana Tiaynen-Qadir, Detelina Tocheva
1. Introduction: Who are the Orthodox? 2. Thinking
and doing, being and praying: Where do we start? 3.
Who is God? The doctrine of the Holy Trinity;
apophatic theology 4. Creation; Wisdom of God
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(Sophia); Angels and humankind 5. What went
wrong? Sin and death 6. Who is Christ? The life of
Christ; the Paschal mystery; Christology 7. What is it
to be human? Being in the image of God 8. Icons
and Sacraments: the place of matter in the divine
economy 9. Time and the Liturgy 10. Where are we
going?
Historically, natural law has played a pivotal role in
Christian approaches to the law, and a contested
role in legal philosophy generally. However,
comparative study of natural law across global
Christian traditions is largely neglected. This book
provides not only the history of natural law ideas
across mainstream Christian traditions worldwide,
but also an ecumenical comparison of the
contemporary natural law positions of different
traditions. Its focus is not solely theoretical: it tests
the practical utility of natural law by exploring its use
in the legal systems of the churches studied.
Alongside analysis of the assumptions underlying
the concept, it also proposes a jurisprudence of
Christian law itself. With chapters written by
distinguished lawyers and theologians across the
world, this book is designed for those studying and
teaching law or theology, those who practice and
study ecumenism, and those involved in the practice
of church law.
The Oxford Handbook of the Reception of Aquinas
provides a comprehensive survey of Catholic,
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Orthodox, and Protestant philosophical and
theological reception of Thomas Aquinas over the
past 750 years.This Handbook will serve as a
necessary primer for everyone who wishes to study
Aquinas's thought and/or the history of theology and
philosophy since Aquinas's day. Part I considers the
late-medieval receptions of Aquinas among
Catholics and Orthodox. Part II examines sixteenth-
century Western receptions of Aquinas (Protestant
and Catholic), followed by a chapter on sixteenth-
and seventeenth-century Orthodox reception. Part III
discusses seventeenth-century Protestant and
Catholic receptions, and Part IV surveys eighteenth-
and nineteenth-century receptions (Protestant,
Orthodox, and Catholic). Part V focuses on the
twentieth century and takes into account the diversity
of theological movements in the past century as well
as extensive philosophical treatment. The final
section unpicks contemporary systematic
approaches to Aquinas, covering the main
philosophical and theological themes for which he is
best known. With chapters written by a wide range of
experts in their respective fields, this volume
provides a valuable touchstone regarding the
developments that have marked the past seven
centuries of Christian theology.
Overzicht in woord en beeld.
The Orthodox Christian WorldRoutledge
The West feels lost. Brexit, Trump, the coronavirus: we hurtle
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from one crisis to another, lacking definition, terrified that our
best days are behind us. The central argument of this book is
that we can only face the future with hope if we have a proper
sense of tradition – political, social and religious. We ignore
our past at our peril. The problem, argues Tim Stanley, is that
the Western tradition is anti-tradition, that we have a habit of
discarding old ways and old knowledge, leaving us uncertain
how to act or, even, of who we really are. In this wide-ranging
book, we see how tradition can be both beautiful and useful,
from the deserts of Australia to the court of nineteenth-
century Japan. Some of the concepts defended here are
highly controversial in the modern West: authority, nostalgia,
rejection of self and the hunt for spiritual transcendence. We'll
even meet a tribe who dress up their dead relatives and invite
them to tea. Stanley illustrates how apparently eccentric yet
universal principles can nurture the individual from birth to
death, plugging them into the wider community, and creating
a bond between generations. He also demonstrates that
tradition, far from being pretentious or rigid, survives through
clever adaptation, that it can be surprisingly egalitarian. The
good news, he argues, is that it can also be rebuilt. It's been
done before. The process is fraught with danger, but the
ultimate prize of rediscovering tradition is self-knowledge and
freedom.
Christian Fruit--Jewish Root is an in-depth, scholarly
examination of the Hebraic foundations of the major tenets
and practices of Christianity. This volume confirms the truth
that the inherent Jewishness of the Christian faith is simply an
undeniable historical and theological fact. By evaluating
Christian doctrine and polity through the Jewish mindset of
Jesus and the apostles, this book uncovers a veritable
treasure of Hebraic truth. For every authentic Christian fruit,
there is a Jewish toot! This truth id demonstrated across a
wide spectrum of theological truth, including: Scripture,
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Messiah, Salvation, Faith, Baptism, Gospel, Grace, and
Descipleship. Christianity owes a profound debt of gratitude
to the Jewish people and to biblical and Second Temple
Judaism for the foundations of the truths and practices that it
hold dear. As you read this challenging, informative, and
inspirational book, you will be amazed at just how Jewish
Christianity, the "other Jewish religion," actually is.
While its companion volume, The Resurrection in Retrospect,
addresses the inadequacies of an approach to the
Resurrection of Christ purely as an event of past historical
time, The Reconstruction of Resurrection Belief articulates an
alternative understanding of Resurrection faith as essentially
a response of trust based upon a knowledge by acquaintance
with the living presence of Christ today. In the hope that it
may have some traction in an increasingly secular world of
contemporary scientific realism, Carnley demonstrates an
understanding of the nature of Resurrection faith in the
language of today, with as much logical coherence as
possible, and explains how the claim that the animating Spirit
of the Christian community that Saint Paul spoke of as 'the
Spirit of life in Christ Jesus' (Rom 8:2) may be justifiably
identified in faith today as 'the living presence of Jesus of
Nazareth.'
Written as the First World War was finally drawing to a close,
A. Clutton-Brock’s reflections on the Kingdom of Heaven
examine this challenging theological concept in light of the
great religious, political and moral uncertainties thrown up by
the conflict. In particular, Clutton-Brock contends that
historically Christian orthodoxy has not sufficiently
emphasised the role of the Kingdom in salvation, given its
importance in the ministry and teaching of Christ. To preserve
a religious vision capable of interacting with the modern,
industrial world, Christian orthodoxy must carefully consider
the scope and importance of political practice, the role of the
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individual in the realisation of the Kingdom, and the profound
implications of reconciling the facts of the universe with the
most sincerely held beliefs.
The bitter separation of Ukraine's Orthodox churches is a
microcosm of its societal strife. From 1917 onward, church
leaders failed to agree on the church's mission in the
twentieth century. The core issues of dispute were
establishing independence from the Russian church and
adopting Ukrainian as the language of worship. Decades of
polemical exchanges and public statements by leaders of the
separated churches contributed to the formation of their
distinct identities and sharpened the friction amongst their
respective supporters. In The Orthodox Church in Ukraine,
Nicholas Denysenko provides a balanced and comprehensive
analysis of this history from the early twentieth century to the
present. Based on extensive archival research, Denysenko's
study examines the dynamics of church and state that
complicate attempts to restore an authentic Ukrainian
religious identity in the contemporary Orthodox churches. An
enhanced understanding of these separate identities and how
they were forged could prove to be an important tool for
resolving contemporary religious differences and revising
ecclesial policies. This important study will be of interest to
historians of the church, specialists of former Soviet
countries, and general readers interested in the history of the
Orthodox Church.
Arabic was among the first languages in which the Gospel
was preached. The Book of Acts mentions Arabs as being
present at the first Pentecost in Jerusalem, where they heard
the Christian message in their native tongue. Christian
literature in Arabic is at least 1,300 years old, the oldest
surviving texts dating from the 8th century. Pre-modern Arab
Christian literature embraces such diverse genres as Arabic
translations of the Bible and the Church Fathers, biblical
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commentaries, lives of the saints, theological and polemical
treatises, devotional poetry, philosophy, medicine, and
history. Yet in the Western historiography of Christianity, the
Arab Christian Middle East is treated only peripherally, if at
all. The first of its kind, this anthology makes accessible in
English representative selections from major Arab Christian
works written between the 8th and 18th centuries. The
translations are idiomatic while preserving the character of
the original. The popular assumption is that in the wake of the
Islamic conquests, Christianity abandoned the Middle East to
flourish elsewhere, leaving its original heartland devoid of an
indigenous Christian presence. Until now, several of these
important texts have remained unpublished or unavailable in
English. Translated by leading scholars, these texts represent
the major genres of Orthodox literature in Arabic. Noble and
Treiger provide an introduction that helps form a
comprehensive history of Christians within the Muslim world.
The collection marks an important contribution to the history
of medieval Christianity and the history of the medieval Near
East.
We all feel emotions and are moved to action by them.
Religious communities often select and foster certain
emotions over others. Without understanding this it is hard to
grasp the way groups view the world and each other. Often, it
is the underlying emotional pattern of a group rather than its
doctrines that either divides it from, or attracts it to, others.
These issues, so important in today's world, are explored in
this book in a genuinely interdisciplinary way by
anthropologists, psychologists, theologians and historians of
religion, and in some detailed studies of well and less well
known religious traditions from across the world.
This Handbook breaks new ground by addressing global
security through the lens of religion and examining the role
religion plays in both war and peace. In recent years there
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has been a considerable upsurge of public concern about the
role of religion in contemporary violence. However, other than
historical materials, there has been a relative neglect of the
subject of religion and security. The Routledge Handbook of
Religion and Security fills this gap in the literature by
providing an interdisciplinary, comprehensive volume that
helps non-specialists and experts alike understand how
religion is both part of the problem and part of the solution to
security challenges. Featuring contributions from many of the
key thinkers in the field, the Handbook is organized into
thematic sections, reflective of three basic questions: What
does religion think of security?; What does security think of
religion?; and, What happens when the two are mixed in
specific real-world cases of religious conflict? This Handbook
offers analyses of how nine different world religions have
related to issues of war and peace, theologically and
practically; overviews of how scholars and practitioners in
nine different topical areas of security studies have (or have
not) dealt with the relationship between religion and security;
and five case studies of particular countries in which the
religion--security nexus is vividly illustrated: Nigeria, India,
Israel, the former Yugoslavia and Iraq. This Handbook will be
of great interest to students of religion, security studies, war
and conflict studies and IR in general.
Should Christianity's theological face remain largely
European and North American in the twenty-first
century in the wake of the expansion of Christianity
in sub-Saharan Africa, Asia, and Latin America? The
question about the "theological face" of Christianity
cannot be ignored. For too long African, Asian, and
Latin American theologians have been left out of
mainstream theological discussions. Few standard
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textbooks on Christian theology acknowledge the
unique contributions theologians from these
continents have made to global Christianity.
Introducing Christian Theologies: Voices from Global
Christian Communities is a two-volume textbook that
alters the predominantly European and North
American "theological face" of Christianity by
interacting with voices of Christian communities from
across the globe. Introducing Christian Theologies
explores the works of key theologians from around
the world, highlighting their unique contributions to
Christian theology and doctrine.
To many in the West, Orthodoxy remains shrouded
in mystery, an exotic and foreign religion that
survived in the East following the Great Schism of
1054 that split the Christian world into two
camps--Catholic and Orthodox. However, as the
second largest Christian denomination, Orthodox
Christianity is anything but foreign to the nearly 300
million worshippers who practice it. For them,
Orthodoxy is a living, breathing reality; a way of
being Christian ultimately rooted in the person of
Jesus and the experience of the early Church.
Whether they are Greek, Russian, or American,
Orthodox Christians are united by a common
tradition and faith that binds them together despite
differences in culture. True, the road has not always
been smooth -- Orthodox history is littered with tales
of schisms and divisions, of persecutions and
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martyrdom, from the Sack of Constantinople, capital
of the Byzantine Empire and seat of the Ecumenical
Patriarch, to the experience of the Russian Orthodox
Church under the Soviet Union. Still, today
Orthodoxy remains a vibrant part of the religious
landscape, not only in those lands where it has
made its historic home (Greece, Russia, the Middle
East, and Eastern Europe), but also increasingly in
the West. Orthodox Christianity: A Very Short
Introduction explores the enduring role of this
religion, and the history, beliefs, and practices that
have shaped it. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very
Short Introductions series from Oxford University
Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every
subject area. These pocket-sized books are the
perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly.
Our expert authors combine facts, analysis,
perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
Although its various bodies boast a combined total of
at least 300 million members, the Eastern Orthodox
Church is widely perceived among members of other
denominations to be an exotic branch of the faith,
often shrouded in mysticism and
misunderstandingthat has been exacerbated by the
longstanding Eastern-Western split. In 'Purification of
Memory', Ambrose Mong casts light on the true
nature of Orthodox theology, illuminating the thinking
of eight distinguished modern Orthodox theologians
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who have madeimportant contributions on topics as
ecclesiology, ecumenism, Christology, and
Mariology. Approaching the work of John
Meyendorff, Nicholas Afanasiev, John Zizioulas,
Georges Florovsky, Sergius Bulgakov, Vladimir
Lossky, Nicolas Berdyaev, and Jaroslav Pelikan
from an ecumenical standpoint, Mong deftly draws
comparisons with the theology of their Roman
Catholic counterparts to reveal points on which the
two traditions have much more in common than
either side will always admit. The author interweaves
these comparisons with a fascinating exposition of
the history of the schism between the Eastern and
Western Churches to demonstrate decisively that in
spite of the bitter mistrust dividing them, they share a
common heritage which could, and should, serve as
a basis for reunification. Before old wounds can
mend, however, a healing process of forgetting,
characterized by Pope John Paul II as a 'purification
of memory', must take place to clear the path
towards a long-awaited return to unity.
This volume approaches the UN as a laboratory of
religio-political value politics. Over the last two
decades religion has acquired increasing influence in
international politics, and religious violence and
terrorism has attracted much scholarly attention. But
there is another parallel development which has
gone largely unnoticed, namely the increasing
political impact of peaceful religious actors. With
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several religious actors in one place and interacting
under the same conditions, the UN is as a multi-
religious society writ small. The contributors to this
book analyse the most influential religious actors at
the UN (including The Roman Catholic Church; The
Organisation of Islamic Countries; the Russian
Orthodox Church). Mapping the peaceful political
engagements of religious actors; who they are and
how they collaborate with each other - whether on an
ad hoc basis or by forming more permanent
networks - throwing light at the modus operandi of
religious actors at the UN; their strategies and
motivations. The chapters are closely interrelated
through the shared focus on the UN and common
theoretical perspectives, and pursue two intertwined
aspects of religious value politics, namely the whys
and hows of cross-religious cooperation on the one
hand, and the interaction between religious actors
and states on the other. Drawing together a broad
range of experts on religious actors, this work will be
of great interest to students and scholars of Religion
and Politics, International Relations and the UN.
The philosopher, theologian, and biblical scholar
Austin Farrer (1904–1968) highlighted in his various
writings the central role that images play in the
interpretation of biblical writings, the construction of
theological arguments, and the descriptions of the
Christian spiritual life. Theologians down through the
centuries have sought to revitalize the central biblical
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images as they addressed the pressing theological,
moral, and spiritual questions of their day. A
Revitalization of Images offers students the
opportunity to participate in this ongoing creative
engagement with ten dominant biblical images that
continue to shape the church’s beliefs and
practices, as well as each Christian’s own spiritual
journey. Sound theology is rooted in Scripture,
conversant with past thinkers, and engaged in the
present life of the church. This dynamic directly
informs Revitalization. In each chapter we begin with
a biblical image that has figured prominently in the
Christian theological tradition. Next we examine two
prominent voices from the Christian tradition who
have drawn upon the image when crafting a
compelling vision of the Christian life. We then turn
our attention to a contemporary thinker who has
incorporated or critiqued the image in his or her own
theological work. This discussion is set within the
current spectrum of theological positions including
orthodox, liberal, postliberal, and postmodern
perspectives.
This book explores the changes underwent by the
Orthodox Churches of Eastern and Southeastern
Europe as they came into contact with modernity.
The movements of religious renewal among
Orthodox believers appeared almost simultaneously
in different areas of Eastern Europe at the end of the
nineteenth and during the first decades of the
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twentieth century. This volume examines what could
be defined as renewal movement in Eastern
Orthodox traditions. Some case studies include the
God Worshippers in Serbia, religious fraternities in
Bulgaria, the Zoe movement in Greece, the
evangelical movement among Romanian Orthodox
believers known as Oastea Domnului (The Lord’s
Army), the Doukhobors in Russia, and the
Maliovantsy in Ukraine. This volume provides a new
understanding of processes of change in the spiritual
landscape of Orthodox Christianity and various
influences such as other non-Orthodox traditions,
charismatic leaders, new religious practices and
rituals.
The Oxford Handbook of Christmas provides a
comprehensive account of all aspects of Christmas
across the globe, from the specifically religious to the
purely cultural. Contributions by experts from across
numerous disciplines cover a range of topics, such
as decorating trees, carols, cinema, the Nativity, and
the influence of consumerism.
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