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This pocket-sized reference on key environmental data for over 200 countries includes key
indicators on agriculture, forestry, biodiversity, energy, emission and pollution, and water and
sanitation. The volume helps establish a sound base of information to help set priorities and
measure progress toward environmental sustainability goals.
This publication is a compilation of reports on research projects initiated, under way, or
completed in fiscal year 2001 (July 1, 2000 through June 30, 2001). The abstracts cover 150
research projects from the World Bank and grouped under 11 major headings including
poverty and social development, health and population, education, labor and employment,
environment, infrastructure and urban development, and agriculture and rural development.
The abstracts detail the questions addressed, the analytical methods used, the findings to date
and their policy implications. Each abstract identifies the expected completion date of each
project, the research team, and reports or publications produced.
The liberalisation of trade in rice is likely to have huge welfare implications for countries
dependent on its production and trade. This book explores the poverty and welfare implications
of this liberalisation for India, Bangladesh, Pakistan and Sri Lanka, and identifies the effects on
different groups within rice-dependent developing countries.
Collection of articles presented at the Seminar on Public Policy Analysis and Design organized
by Lal Bahadur Shastri National Academy of Administration from 23 to 25 August, 1993; with
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special reference to India.
This publication is part of a series of six country reports on technical and vocational education
and training (TVET) and higher education in Bangladesh, Nepal, and Sri Lanka. Each report
presents current arrangements and initiatives in the respective country’s skills development
strategies. These are complemented by critical analyses to determine key issues, challenges,
and opportunities for innovative strategies toward global competitiveness, increased
productivity, and inclusive growth. The emphasis is to make skills training more relevant,
efficient, and responsive to emerging domestic and international labor markets. The reports
were finalized in 2013 under the Australian AID-supported Phase 1 of Subproject 11
(Innovative Strategies for Accelerated Human Resource Development) of Regional Technical
Assistance 6337 (Development Partnership Program for South Asia).
The theme of the seminar was groundwater governance with due consideration to health
aspects as polluted groundwater is suspected to have contributed to some diseases prevailing
in the areas where groundwater is widely used for drinking.
Abstract: Is the vast army of the self-employed in low income countries a source of
employment generation? This paper uses data from surveys in Sri Lanka to compare the
characteristics of own account workers (non-employers) with wage workers and with owners of
larger firms. The authors use a rich set of measures of background, ability, and attitudes,
including lottery experiments measuring risk attitudes. Consistent with the International Labor
Organization's views of the self employed (represented by Tokman), the analysis finds that twothirds to three-quarters of the own account workers have characteristics which are more like
wage workers than larger firm owners. This suggests the majority of the own account workers
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are unlikely to become employers. Using a two and a half year panel of enterprises, the
authors show that the minority of own account workers who are more like larger firm owners
are more likely to expand by adding paid employees. The results suggest that finance is not
the sole constraint to growth of microenterprises, and provides an explanation for the low rates
of growth of enterprises supported by microlending.

To redress ethnic inequality in Vietnam, it is not enough to target poor area.
Policies must be designed to reach minority households in poor areas, to open
up options by ensuring that minority groups are not disadvantaged (in labor
markets, for example).
With the rapid expansion of higher education institutions throughout the world
and education’s increasingly market-based orientation, students, parents, higher
educators, employers and governments have a much greater interest in the
actual academic quality of universities and colleges in various dimensions in the
era of globalization. Universities and colleges are definitely beginning to take on
accountability toward related members of the school and societies in the same
way that private enterprise does. In this way, universities are supposed to act as
an effective organizer and a good learner on how to improve their quality,
particularly in research and teaching quality, through several assessment tools.
Hence, a major concern for Asian governments is how to assure quality in higher
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education and how to enhance global competitiveness through a variety of
national policies and institutional engagement. As a result, quality assurance
mechanisms, which emphasize output monitoring and measurements and
systems of accountability and auditing, have become more popular in Asian and
other regions.
Abstract: Small and informal firms account for a large share of employment in
developing countries. The rapid expansion of microfinance services is based on
the belief that these firms have productive investment opportunities and can
enjoy high returns to capital if given the opportunity. However, measuring the
return to capital is complicated by unobserved factors such as entrepreneurial
ability and demand shocks, which are likely to be correlated with capital stock.
The authors use a randomized experiment to overcome this problem and to
measure the return to capital for the average microenterprise in their sample,
regardless of whether they apply for credit. They accomplish this by providing
cash and equipment grants to small firms in Sri Lanka, and measuring the
increase in profits arising from this exogenous (positive) shock to capital stock.
After controlling for possible spillover effects, the authors find the average real
return to capital to be 5.7 percent a month, substantially higher than the market
interest rate. They then examine the heterogeneity of treatment effects to explore
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whether missing credit markets or missing insurance markets are the most likely
cause of the high returns. Returns are found to vary with entrepreneurial ability
and with measures of other sources of cash within the household, but not to vary
with risk aversion or uncertainty.
A large share of the world's poor is self-employed. Accurate measurement of
profits from microenterprises is therefore critical for studying poverty and
inequality, measuring the returns to education, and evaluating the success of
microfinance programs. But a myriad of problems plague the measurement of
profits. The authors report on a variety of different experiments conducted to
better understand the importance of some of these problems and to draw
recommendations for collecting profit data. In particular, they (1) examine how far
we can reconcile self-reported profits and reports of revenue minus expenses
through more detailed questions; (2) examine recall errors in sales and report on
the results of experiments which randomly allocated account books to firms; and
(3) ask firms how much firms like theirs underreport sales in surveys like this, and
have research assistants observe the firms at random times 15-16 times during a
month to provide measures for comparison. The authors conclude that firms
underreport revenues by about 30 percent, that account diaries have significant
effects on both revenues and expenses but not on profits, and that simply asking
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profits provides a more accurate measure of firm profits than detailed questions
on revenues and expenses.
As developing and transition economies enter the next phase of reforms, labor
market issues increasingly come to the fore. With the increased competition from
globalization, the discussion is shifting to the need for greater labor market
flexibility and the creation of "good" jobs. Moreover, the greater actual and
perceived insecurity in labor markets has generated a new agenda on how to
structure safety nets and labor market regulation. The older questions of the links
between the formal and informal labor market, reappear with new dimensions
and significance. More generally, it is clear that an accurate understanding of
how labor market structures function is essential if we are to analyze alternative
policy proposals in the wake of these concerns. Oddly enough, in spite of this
great importance, there are no recent monographs that bring together rigorous
studies produced by academic researchers on these various issues. This book
fills that gap. Under the steely editorship of Ravi Kanbur and Jan Svejnar, the
contributors flourish in their attempts to enliven these debates.
This booklet provides a list of success and sustainability indicators for primary
solid waste collection systems.
This book presents international librarianship and library science through
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insightful and well written chapters contributed by experts and scholars from six
regions of the world. The role of public, academic, special, school libraries, as
well as library and information science education are presented from the early
development to the present time. Its lively, readable approach will help the reader
to understand librarianship in Africa, Asia, Australia and New Zealand, Europe,
Latin America and the Caribbean, the Middle East, and North America. Edited by
Ismail Abdullahi, Professor of Global Library and Information Science, this book
is a must-read by library science students and teachers, librarians, and anyone
interested in Global Librarianship.
Sri Lanka has long been regarded as a model of a successful welfare state in a low-income
setting, yet it has not succeeded in creating a sufficient number of good jobs for the increasing
number of young people. Hence, young Sri Lankans perceive their country as an unjust and
unequal society, in which mainstream institutions have failed to address inequalities in the
distribution of resources, as well as of benefits deriving from economic growth. Against this
background, 'The Challenge of Youth Employment in Sri Lanka' aims to identify ways to
improve the opportunities available to new job market entrants by addressing existing
inequalities and to help young people more fully realize their potentials. Drawing from original
research and a review of existing studies, the authors use the 4Es conceptual framework to
analyze four key aspects of labor markets employment creation, employability,
entrepreneurship, and equal opportunity identifying main issues and results, current trends,
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and possible new approaches.
An in-depth overview on the demo-graphic changes occurring world-wide and the
repercussions this is having on the pattern of vector-borne disease is pre-sented in this book.
Internationally recognized scientists, epidemiologists, entomologists, parasitologists, and
ecologists are contributing authors to this comprehensive account.
New Perspectives in Economics: Research from Developing Countries is a new collection of
topical articles that examine the changing economic landscape in developing countries in
Africa and Asia in particular. This book provides researchers, professionals, managers and
policy makers with an easy-to-read selection of interesting research articles.
This volume has three foci - the rationale for considering how aspects of education can affect
social cohesion; case studies that review particular country experiences with curricula and
textbooks; and practical guidelines and applications to help countries improve areas of
education.
This book presents a comprehensive and up-to-date overview of the soils of Sri Lanka.
Including sections on the soil research history, climate, geology, geomorphology, major soil
types, soil maps, soil properties, soil classification, soil fertility, land use and vegetation, soil
management, soils and humans, soils and industry, and future soil issues, the book
summarizes the current state of knowledge in a concise and highly reader-friendly way.
A leading economist and researcher report from the front lines of a revolution in solving the
world's most persistent problem. When it comes to global poverty, people are passionate and
polarized. At one extreme: We just need to invest more resources. At the other: We've thrown
billions down a sinkhole over the last fifty years and accomplished almost nothing. Dean Karlan
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and Jacob Appel present an entirely new approach that blazes an optimistic and realistic trail
between these two extremes. In this pioneering book Karlan and Appel combine behavioral
economics with worldwide field research. They take readers with them into villages across
Africa, India, South America, and the Philippines, where economic theory collides with real life.
They show how small changes in banking, insurance, health care, and other development
initiatives that take into account human irrationality can drastically improve the well-being of
poor people everywhere. We in the developed world have found ways to make our own lives
profoundly better. We use new tools to spend smarter, save more, eat better, and lead lives
more like the ones we imagine. These tools can do the same for the impoverished. Karlan and
Appel's research, and those of some close colleagues, show exactly how. In America alone,
individual donors contribute over two hundred billion to charity annually, three times as much
as corporations, foundations, and bequests combined. This book provides a new way to
understand what really works to reduce poverty; in so doing, it reveals how to better invest
those billions and begin transforming the well-being of the world.
This book looks at the major policy challenges facing developing Asia and how the region
sustains rapid economic growth to reduce multidimensional poverty through socially inclusive
and environmentally sustainable measures. Asia is facing many challenges arising from
population growth, rapid urbanization, provision of services, climate change and the need to
redress declining growth after the global financial crisis. This book examines poverty and
related issues and aims to advance the development of new tools and measurement of
multidimensional poverty and poverty reduction policy analysis. The book covers a wide range
of issues, including determinants and causes of poverty and its changes; consequences and
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impacts of poverty on human capital formation, growth and consumption; assessment of
poverty strategies and policies; the role of government, NGOs and other institutions in poverty
reduction; rural-urban migration and poverty; vulnerability to poverty; breakdown of poverty into
chronic and transitory components; and a comparative study on poverty issues in Asia and
other regions. The book will appeal to all those interested in economic development,
resources, policies and economic welfare and growth.

The vast majority of the world's poorest households depend on farming for their
livelihoods. During the 1960s and 1970s, most developing countries imposed prourban and anti-agricultural policies, while many high-income countries restricted
agricultural imports and subsidized their farmers. Both sets of policies inhibited
economic growth and poverty alleviation in developing countries. Although
progress has been made over the past two decades to reduce those policy
biases, many trade- and welfare-reducing price distortions remain between
agriculture and other sectors and within the agricultural sector of both rich and
poor countries. Comprehensive empirical studies of the disarray in world
agricultural markets appeared approximately 20 years ago. Since then, the
Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development had provided
estimates each year of market distortions in high-income countries, but there
have been no comparable estimates for the world's developing countries. This
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volume is the third in a series (other volumes cover Africa, Europe's transition
economices, and Latin America and the Caribbean) that not only fills that void for
recent years but extends the estimates in a consistent and comparable way back
in time and provides analytical narratives for scores of countries that shed light
on the evolving nature and extent of policy interventions over the past halfcentury. 'Distortions to Agricultural Incentives in Asia' provides an overview of the
evolution of distortions to agricultural incentives caused by price and trade
policies in the 12 largest economies of East and South Asia. Together these
countries constitute more than 95 percent of the region's population, agricultural
output, and overall GDP. Sectoral, trade, and exchange rate policies in the region
have changed greatly since the 1950s, and there have been substantial reforms
since the 1980s, most notably in China and India. Nonetheless, numerous price
distortions in this region remain and others have added in recent years. The new
empirical indicators in these country studies provide a strong evidence-based
foundation for assessing the successes and failures of the past and for
evaluating policy options for the years ahead.
Measuring Microenterprise ProfitsDon't Ask how the Sausage is MadeWorld
Bank Publications
Strong science, technology, and innovation links between universities and
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industry are of critical importance to Sri Lanka as it strives to become an uppermiddle-income country. This report presents an overview of current U-I
collaboration in Sri Lanka by analyzing responses to a survey of companies and
university departments in 2015. Data from the 2015 survey are compared with
data from a similar survey in 2007 to identify trends over time. The study
examines current policies to promote U-I collaboration in Sri Lanka, highlights
some good practices in other countries, and suggests possible ways that Sri
Lanka may be able to strengthen U-I collaboration. The report is intended
primarily for policy makers in the fields of higher education, research, and
innovation, as well as for researchers in companies, universities, and research
institutes who are already collaborating in public-private partnerships or are
planning to do so. The responses show that the majority of existing links between
Sri Lankan universities and companies are short-term, informal interactions with
low direct transfer of knowledge and innovation. However, the survey findings
also show a growing emphasis on deeper and more demanding types of
collaboration, such as joint Research and Development activities, prototype
testing, and spin-offs, even though these remain relatively uncommon. Key
recommendations to strengthen U-I collaboration are: • As part of the national
Science, Technology, and Innovation Policy 2016†“2020, develop and implement
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a national plan to upgrade the country’s research infrastructure, in line with
national research and innovation priorities. • Strengthen Research and
Development funding schemes for joint projects between universities/research
institutes and companies, based on national and international experiences. •
Define and implement clear intellectual property rights rules for publicly funded
research to encourage the use of research results and ensure effective and
timely legal protection of intellectual property. • Establish open innovation spaces
and business incubators at universities and make available seed money for
faculty and students to develop start-ups. • Strengthen the U-I interaction cells at
universities with professional expertise in technology transfer and business
model development. • Establish opportunities for master’s and PhD students to
pursue targeted research projects in companies as part of their study.
This volume is a compendium of research projects initiated, ongoing, or
completed in fiscal years 2008 through 2009. Each abstract summarises the
research questions, the analytical methods used, the findings and policy
implications, and describes the research team and publications produced. Each
program centers on a theme giving coherence to the research. Of the 248
research projects reported in this publication, International Trade and Investment
and Human Capital Development, Labour, and Employment categories were the
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most researched, with 11% each; the next important category was Governance,
Political economy, and Public Sector Management with 10 % of the abstracts.
Other important themes include Agriculture and Rural Development, Environment
and Natural Resources Management, Finance and banking, and Health,
Population, and Nutrition with 8% each.
This comprehensive volume provides uniquely diverse insights into various
aspects of decentralization and development from both developed and
developing countries, with special reference to Sri Lanka. For a quarter century,
Sri Lanka was battered by its prolonged civil war, which ended in 2009, but has
now achieved relative peace and stability. Having developed rapidly, Sri Lanka
offers a classic example for developing countries. There is, however, a strong
need, particularly in the context of postwar conflict, to formulate policies for
reconciliation, peace building, and development at all levels—local, provincial, and
national. Decentralization itself is not a new subject; however, how to devolve
power to local administrative levels within a unitary system and how to link the
devolved power to make local administrative systems more conducive to
development and provide better services for citizens are challenging tasks in
many countries. Taking into account the developmental, governance, and
conciliatory needs and the sensitivity of central–local relations, this volume
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critically examines the local government systems in Sri Lanka. It also proposes a
viable, effective and autonomous local-level administrative unit based, which
draws on experiences from Japan and other countries, and identifies the role and
functions of such a unit. The book presents commissioned papers from a threeyear research project undertaken by internationally respected experts with
financial support by the Japan Society for the Promotion of Science (JSPS) under
a Grant-in-Aid for Scientific Research.
This book is about understanding the value of environmental services in South
Asia. It provides an overview of different environmental problems in South Asia
and examines how economic valuation techniques can be used to assess these
problems. It brings together multiple case studies on valuation undertaken by
economists and environmental scientists from Bangladesh, India, Pakistan,
Nepal and Sri Lanka under the aegis of the South Asian Network for
Development and Environmental Economics (SANDEE). The book addresses the
challenges of valuing environmental changes that are unique to developing
countries. Each chapter starts with a description of an environmental problem
and the valuation strategy used, followed by a discussion of estimation methods
and results. It is designed to serve as a reference book for students, teachers,
researchers, non-government organizations and practitioners of environmental
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valuation. Those interested in development and environmental economics, and
natural resource management policies, will also find it useful.
A food system comprises the entire range of actors and interlinked activities
related to food production, processing, distribution, marketing and trade,
preparation, consumption, and disposal. When a food system operates without
compromising the needs of future generations, it is considered to be a
“Sustainable Food System.” The present-day food systems in Sri Lanka are
diverse, and the natural and physical environment, infrastructure, institutions,
society and culture, and policies and regulations within which the food systems
operate, as well as the technologies employed, have shaped their outcomes.
Agricultural research is a key factor in terms of innovation and technological
advances. Innovation has been the main driver of food systems’ transformation
over the past few decades and will be critical to addressing the needs of a rapidly
growing population in a context of climate change and scarcity of natural
resources. In addition, agricultural research must help meet the rising demand for
food at affordable prices. Comprising 17 chapters written by specialist(s) in their
respective subject-areas, this Contributed Volume on “Agricultural Research for
Sustainable Food Systems in Sri Lanka: A Historical Perspective” shares the
scientific knowledge accumulated by the National Agricultural Research System
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of Sri Lanka, including universities, and offers recommendations on how to make
food systems more sustainable in order to address the current needs of Sri
Lankan society. It presents perspectives on four key thematic areas, namely: (i)
Crop and animal production, management, and improvement, (ii) Agro-product
processing technologies, (iii) Natural resource management, and (iv) Socioeconomic development and agri-business management.
Mainstream quantitative analysis and simulations are fraught with difficulties and are
intrinsically unable to deal appropriately with long-term macroeconomic effects of
disasters. In this new book, J.M. Albala-Bertrand develops the themes introduced in his
past book, The Political Economy of Large Natural Disasters (Clarendon Press, 1993),
to show that societal networking and disaster localization constitute part of an essential
framework to understand disaster effects and responses. The author’s last book
argued that disasters were a problem of development, rather than a problem for
development. This volume takes the argument forward both in terms of the
macroeconomic effects of disaster and development policy, arguing that economy and
society are not inert objects, but living organisms. Using a framework based on societal
networking and the economic localization of disasters, the author shows that societal
functionality (defined as the capacity of a system to survive, reproduce and develop) is
unlikely to be impaired by natural disasters. This book will be of interest to scholars and
practitioners involved in disaster analysis and response policy, and will also be relevant
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to students of development economics.
Agricultural Extension Reforms in South Asia: Status, Challenges, and Policy Options is
based on agricultural extension reforms across five South Asian countries, reflecting
past experiences, case studies and experiments. Beginning with an overview of
historical trends and recent developments, the book then delves into country-wise
reform trajectories and presents several cases testing the effectiveness of different
types (public and private) and forms (nutrition extension, livestock extension) of
extension systems. Further, the book provides a comprehensive overview of challenges
and constraints faced in formulating and implementing reforms, tying the results into a
concrete set of lessons and highlighting areas that require further research. In addition,
the book discusses how a major aspect of agricultural development is the productivity
increase from the knowledge base of farmers, and how translating research results into
a knowledge base for farmers requires designing and implementing well-functioning
extension programs. Presents the current challenges and solutions by region, and
provides insights for application in global settings Provides key foundational information
for the effective and efficient design of future intervention programs Includes workshops
and presentations based on real-world research of specific aspects of extension
systems and provision of advisory and consultation services to various governments
Sri Lanka has shown remarkable persistence in low female labor force participation
rates—at 36 percent from 2015 to 2017, compared with 75 percent for same-aged
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men—despite overall economic growth and poverty reduction over the past decade. The
trend stands in contrast to the country’s achievements in human capital development
that favor women, such as high levels of female education and low total fertility rates,
as well as its status as an upper-middle-income country. This study intends to better
understand the puzzle of women’s poor labor market outcomes in Sri Lanka. Using
nationally representative secondary survey data—as well as primary qualitative and
quantitative research—it tests three hypotheses that would explain gender gaps in labor
market outcomes: (1) household roles and responsibilities, which fall disproportionately
on women, and the associated sociophysical constraints on women’s mobility; (2) a
human capital mismatch, whereby women are not acquiring the proper skills demanded
by job markets; and (3) gender discrimination in job search, hiring, and promotion
processes. Further, the analysis provides a comparison of women’s experience of the
labor market between the years leading up to the end of Sri Lanka’s civil war
(2006†“09) and the years following the civil war (2010†“15). The study recommends
priority areas for addressing the multiple supply- and demand-side factors to improve
women’s labor force participation rates and reduce other gender gaps in labor market
outcomes. It also offers specific recommendations for improving women’s participation
in the five private sector industries covered by the primary research: commercial
agriculture, garments, tourism, information and communication technology, and tea
estate work. The findings are intended to influence policy makers, educators, and
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employment program practitioners with a stake in helping Sri Lanka achieve its vision of
inclusive and sustainable job creation and economic growth. The study also aims to
contribute to the work of research institutions and civil society in identifying the most
effective means of engaging more women— and their untapped potential for labor,
innovation, and productivity—in Sri Lanka’s future.
The essays in this volume, written by well-known economists and social scientists, shed
light on the intense national debates that accompanied the making of policy decisions in
Sri Lanka. Studying the country's economy under six main headings: the ideology and
strategy of economic development; macro-economic policy; the development of
agriculture, industry and technology; employment and labour; institutional issues and
governance; and social welfare, the book presents a comprehensive picture of
contemporary Sri Lanka's economy.
Successful recovery following a disaster depends upon transcending the disciplinary
divides of architecture, engineering, and planning and emphasizing the importance of
community perspectives in the post-disaster reconstruction process. Effective results in
community recovery mandate that we holistically examine the complex interrelationship
betwee
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